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these are the d

Carefully spread the space between the dura and the
spinal cord at approximately T12 to look for these

ligaments (Photo112).

20. Follow the spinal cord inferiorly noting that it ends in
a point-like cone at approximately L1-2, the conus
medullaris.

Figure115) (Netter160) (Photol111)

At the tip of the conus medullaris a strand of
connective tissue, the filum terminale, (derived from
the pia mater) extends from the point running caudally
down the vertebral canal to anchor at the sacrum and
again at the coccyx.

"' Nerve rootlets

Lumbar cistern

Dura mater
Gently separate the axon bundles and locate the filum
terminale

21. Examine the region inferior to the conus medullaris
where the dura forms a sac-like expansion of the
subarachnoid space (lumbar cistern) containing the bundle ; 4
of nerve rootlets called the cauda equina. INFRI OR

Figure115) (Netter161) (Photo113)

The walls of the lumbar cistern consist of the dura

-~ Dorsal root ganglion

mater (dural sac) lined by the arachnoid membrane

and filled with cerebrospinal fluid in the living <
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